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LIVING FAITH—THE SEORET OF “MORMON” SUCOESS. 


* 


[Tue following is a synopsis of a discourse delivered recently on a street corner in 
Spokane, Washington. Elder Pratt is the son of Parley P. Pratt, one of the early 
missionaries of the Church and one of the greatest of this dispensation}. is freahiagrt 
Elders, in the city of Spokane, consists of preaching on the streets on week- 
nights, holding cottage meetings on Sundays, distributing tracts: each after- 
noon from door to door, and holding Gospel conversations with people who 
for days together, We meet with bigotry such as crucified 
Christ, with intolerance such as caused Christians to burn each other at the 
and with atheism and positivism which deny the existence of anyth 
We are often opposed 
ry gab 
“Mormonism” is 

ing they ars attempting to destroy. eed, : en — 
ol this great century, who are well able to reason on any and 


every 
3 — logic, reason and eommon sense well lost if only “Mor- 


Drown the voice of its Elders with 
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chat was cast in the mold of other ages, 


> and yet ho e 
of the fa 
a 


By che Spitit-of it — of 
socialism. Through its teachings ninety per cent of the the “Mormon” people 
live ta their own houses ; colonizing with. great unanimity and success in 


d cont others millions in motily 
upon those who gladly received it, let us take a retrospective view of this 
wonderful people, commencing’ away back in 1847. In the blisteriug month 
of July, of that eventful year, the advance guard of the “Mormon” people, 
with storm beaten vieages, cracked and bleeding lips; sanburnt faces And 


‘weary limbs; with ox teams, cow teams, horse teams, and teams of oxen and 


‘cows yoked together, and some few with no teams, all hungry, leg-weaty'and - 


foot-sore; wended their way slowly down the plateaus of the great range of 
‘Wasatch mountains, and gazed for the first time upon the sterility and awful 
‘Gesdlation of no one knows how many centuries of time. “Except for the 
‘willows and: cottonwood trees that skirted the streams, there was no green 
‘thing'to gladden and brighten the landscape; no pines, spruce, nor other trees 
of any kind to be seen, except in the ranyons and gorges, and on the rocky 
‘steeps and high slopes of the rock-bound, snow-crowned mountains; ‘which 
surrounded the valley of the Great Salt Lake. When these lonely wanderers 
looked about them, they gazed upon a vast area of country, seamed and 
‘@tacked ‘and baked: by the suns of h thousand rainless summers. If they 
Jodked at the earth they beheld an ash heap ; if at the sky, a mercileas aun, 
sending de wn its scorching rays with pitiless pers 
tected heads. If they looked to the west they gazed dead sea, so im- 
d with eee ee, rivers or marshes, that 
iy Known on the land, or which inhabit the ocean, could endure everi's'tem- 
potaty existence in ita deadly waters. These devoted followers of inspiration 
‘and ¥evelation, with their Prophets, Apostles; Bishops, counselors and leading 
men, were the advance guard of a mighty people, who, fleeing from Christian 
‘mobs, in an’ enlightened country, in the azing light of the ninetsenth ceiitury 
civil were seeking homes where they might worship God in pends; ac- 
cording to the dictates of their conseiences.. /Their former homes, built upon 

lands ‘purchased from the government, were now in ashes, their altars dese- 
‘Grated, their grain fields laid waste, their resourtes cut off. Their Prophet and 
Pateiarch, Joseph and Hyrum Smith, had Deen murdered in cold blood, many 
scores bf ‘their ‘brethren shot to death, women, single and married, ravished, 
and all the crnelties heaped upon their yheads that the ingenuity of 
To this desolate, barren, unsmiling and ‘untried 
des e gathering together of des of destitute, homeless crea- 
‘tutes, under circumstances such as the world ‘never witnessed since the 
beginning of time, and may never behold agai till eternity is 2 
bine nal be no more. ‘They were between ten and eleven hundred 
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been eécured for them; neither could they advance to the green, smiling, pro- 
@uctive fields of California; for were not their teams worn out, and they and 


their wives and little ones without the power of endurance to drag themselves 


any farther? Under these circumstances, it resolved into one of two things: 


n Salt Lake valley and live, or remain in Zalt Lake valley 
and die. They had brought with them all the wheat and other cereals they 
donld hope to carry across the plains. It is very easy to understand that their 


supply was very limited, for their women and children must have room to 


ride, their bedding and clothing must be stowed away, and all the necessary 
articles for use have place within their wagons, besides the flour and other 


articles of food which must be carried. Under these conditions only enough 


seed grain, and a few. potatoes, and other seeds to plant a limited crop were 
brought along. Then came the fateful question: if we sow in this untried 
desert shall. we ever reap? and if we do not reap a plentiful harvest the com- 
‘ing year what will become of us, our wives and little ones, before the snows of 


our second winter shall have whitened the earth! We cannot go forward, we 


cannot go backward ; and, if we do not reap we shall, by the sure process of 
alow starvation, all go down to death, with no eye to pity, no arm to save, and 
no hand to give us burial; These were the appalling conditions which con- 
FRO ‘FULFILLED. 


_eredit, that not one man in all that “Mormon” host weakened. Neither men, 


‘women nor children gave up to the slightest degree of despair; no weak knees, 
no ‘trembling lips, no tears, no regrets, no hesitancy. In that then unknown, 
-untrodden, untried wilderness of barren mountains and lifeless deserts, with 


alacrity born of faith that knows no wavering, of energy that knows no defeat, 
they commenced lag: the fomadations deep end shat aplendid 


which has since risen to such greatness and renown. 
Oan the history of the world furnish a parallel? an 
These people possessed a living faith in a true and 
They had heard His voice, received divine inspiration from Him, and ex 
perienced His power. — Jed. by. living Prophets; 2 


and inspired Apostles, who had never yet, in all their varied experience lied to 


them, or predicted that which did not come to pass. Did they not have for 
their leader that vigorous, courageous, dauntless, vigilant, invincible Brighar 
Young? Had not he and the great Apostles decided upon that land as a 
gathering, place for the hosts of Isrsel, who should be brought out of every 
nation? Had not that land, and the gathering in of the people upon it, been 
the theme of the ancient Prophets? . — — 
Prophets, had foreseen and foretold these same strange events: the P = 
Joseph Smith, just prior to his martyrdom, had predicted that the Saints 
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walking cane into the soil; declared; “here shall be erected the temple of our 
God,” and, motioning with his hand so as to take in all points of the compass, 

BUD vr ZION. 

People possessing such mighty faith as was here exhibited, never did fail in 
auy age of the world; and so it was upon this supreme occasion: they sowed 
in faith; and they reaped in abundance ; they planted, saying: God never led 
us here to starve,” and they gathered in an hundred fold. They builded their 
cabins of logs, with a sure premonition that one day they would be ‘turned 


into ‘palaces, their poverty into riches, and their desolate land into fruitful 


fields. These, as they wrought, were their visiom by day, and their dreams 
by nicht. inspired by the God of Daniel. How abundantly their faith was 
died may be seen by a visit to the land where they now d well. What do 
we behold ‘to-day? A magnificent temple which is the joy and glory of: the 
estern world; the corner stone of which ‘was laid April 6; 188, and which 
s completed and dedicated April 6, 1893; ninety-nine feet wide by one 

3 — long; with a foundation ten feet thick at the base, 
‘and five feet thick at the square; one hundred feet high from basement to 
square; built of great solid blocks of beautiful, white granite ; with six towers 
three on the west and three on the east, the east center tower being two hun- 
dred and twenty feet high, surmounted by an angelic figure twelve and one 
‘$4,000,000. 
| thides is the great tabernacle, dms ‘hundred and’ fifty feet wide by two 
isndredand fifty feet long; eighty feet high; seating capacity about: ten 
thousand, without pillars in the center to obstruct the sound of the voice; its 
mammoth arches resting upon forty-four stone pillars ; with its twenty double 

000. 

Here we see the grand organ, thirty feet wide by thirty-three feet long and 
forty-eight feet high; with its bellows operated by electricity; with sixty-seven 
instrument in the world. 

From these great structures of Salt Lake, with its 
wide sed beautiful ‘streets, ite thousands of ‘palatial residences; ite gardens, 


pleasure grounds, rivulets and parks; its landscapes, fruits, flowers and foun- 


tains; and ‘finally a hundred other ‘cities, towns and ‘villages, three of which 
stock ranches, mines of gold and silver and precious stones. 1 

All these things are the most per nt of every word spoken by 
the mouths of their Prophets, and are at least a partial realization of their 
dreams. These evidences all unite to testify that the faith of this marvelous 
people was not in vain; that the God af Joseph: Smith and Brigham Young 


was the true and living God; thesame who ledancient Israel dry · ahod tho, 
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not only is food given them — 


dow well: they learn such; songs by heart as the “Holy. City“ The Better 
Land) and others of equally high grade. Among these poor children it has 
been discovered that some have voices of exceeding sweetness. This gift lay 
unknown until they were taught to sing; and 80 it will be found that good 
influpaces'and kindness of heart will uncover other precious qualities of the 
soul that might forever have lain dormant. The children are taught two rules, a 
to try to he dlean in every habit of liſe, and to try each day in the name of 2 
Jesus Obrist to help some one younger than themselves. Many pledge:them- = 
te try. Protestants and Catholic are treated alike at the breakfasta, in 
fart: mote Catholics: than arc entertained. Dating: ‘the 
———ñ— Webave deep! — 
with such eee en that it were carried on in connection with all the 


ra In 

poverty is; ‘manifestly 10 for non-members 
Lord in: moving upon de hearts of men $0 do goo—and al the god 
who live honorably, virtuoualy, generously, will receive their reward, and in 
dne time we trust will more clearly and accept His complete plan of re- 
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10 “MORMONISM.” Ava 4 
is no.¢ unity in with its size, That has been 
1 Every once in a while the world is me 
ver some new sect or other, but in this ease the interest has been 
sustaines r over seventy years. It seems strange that three hundred thou- 
sand people could cause such a curiosity as exists or furnish subject matter a 
for a0 much discussion. The explanation is that a struggle of spiritual forces =a 
is going on, and though the numbers and worldly position of the Saints are a 
comparatively insignificant, yet the cause they represent is significant indeed. a 
With every new outbreak ‘of opposition there comes more investigation of qq 
actual conditions, and the work profits thereby. We do not court opposition, 4 
neither do we fear it. Tho cause is the Lord's, nd He will care for ite best. 
On account, possibly, of the election of Senator Smoot, interest has been 2 
renewed, and “Mormonism” and Utah are finding prominent places in the 1 


‘The « cover is ‘occupied. 


* 
* * 
j 
“~ 
— 
$e 
; 
* 
t. 
1 ‘ 2 = ‘ es eu ict a 2 * — — 7 — aa “ — 
* 
4 the La poor are for, and in the j 
* 
* 


the: — given by there two great 


FFF 


some cases over a hundred. We thank all for their efforts and hope 
will continue with ‘unabated ‘intersst, one thinks 55 | 
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| ww disp 
RN Sunday April 5, 1903. There were 
present President Francis; M. Lyman of the European mission, President 
James L Punford, who presided; and the following Elders of the Nottingham 
ende: Frank B. Hall, Daniel Williams, John J. Ladle, Joseph L. 
‘Sanders, James T. Smith, Joseph W. Bull, William Alvey, V. Vern Phillips, 
Thomas L. Cox, Roland J. Freeman, Shirley M. Woolley, 
aud Albert L. Holman; also Elder William M. Leonard, late of Germany. 
fret Session was (pened: by the usual exercises of 
Sanders and Phillips. -Presi- 
dent Dunferd made some remarks of welcome; encouragement and: congratu- 
ies of the Church, who 
ke on the importanee of 


Gospel al and financial economy, also the duties of the local priest- 
tracts and Gene conversions. “He also touched on 
: : the necessity and obligation of the same 


é 


“tog the statistical report of read 


t, and Gosy Eder Cor then spoke of 
Jong vision on the Patmos the 


restoration of the Gospel by an 
The same simple way as was is preached by the ‘Savior is now ‘open to 


to the words of the Savior ! n 


the true Gospel if . He testified that hardships 


aud persecu ra eution strengthen ) the testimony of the Gospel. 


ͤ 
unto you than that we have preached unto yon, let him be accursed.” He 

said this rebuke applied as well now as formerly to those who pervert the 
Gospel of Christ. Elder Smith showed the identity of the Church organiza- 
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Bering faith can do. ⁵ĩᷣͤ KVV 
Tho choir, of Elder Alvey, sang the anthem, “Di 
and baptism. He bore testimony of the power of revelation, and mentioned 
that we are the only people on the face of the earth who have the spirit of 
gathering to one place and who build temples for the more sacred ordinances 
of the Gospel, such as eternal marriages and baptisms for the d to be 


choir sang the losing hymn, “High ‘on the. mountain top 


— 
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SHIRLEY M. Woon, Clerk of 


to English. newspapers, which give accounts of. the. u 

of the Dean of Ripon on public occasions the learned doctor of 8 
advanced in “liberal” thought, that he might fairly be counted among those 
keptics.who denominate themselves ‘freethinkers,” He strikes blows 
at istianity” 
read by him at a meeting of the Churchmen’s Union” in Londo p declared 
that people may. “safely leave out of account: the prodigy of Chr 
from a virgin ; that, it was unknown to the writers of.the New Testa 
except two” (Matthew and Luke). He threw doubt on thæ all | 
ol the Savior, and intimated that the “death” from which He eee 
persons, was only what “modern science would recognize as forms. of swoon- 
ing. syngope or hysteria.” He further spoke of the Lord's t 
of a simply “spiritual existence, invisible except to the eye of faith. ne 3 
These “liberal” views are so. c: to the testimony of the / s of 
Jesus of Nazareth as to place the Dean, who, entertains them, in a 
theological class from that which the 
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only “indepen 


early Christians. The gentleman also holds queer notions, for an kage 
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many modern divines, in the sense in which it appears to be understood in 
both the Catholic and Protestant Episcopal churches. How can any other 
dignitaries than Apostles be really the successors of the Apostles? In the 
Church: established by Christ He placed therein “first Apostles,” and then 
other authorities, each with a special calling. ‘Apostles, 1 
lists, pastors and teachers” were necessary, for the work of the ministry, all 
appointed. 

he was numbered with the other Apostles. That was true apostolic succession. 
An evangelist, a presbyter, pastor, teacher, priest, cardinal or pope is not a 


successor.of an Apostle; to be such he must be himself an a 


by competent authority and holding the keys of that office. 1 25 
It maꝝ be argued that this line of reasoning would throw out sho clad of 
apostolic’ succession entirely from the whole of Christendom. Just so. The 
truth cuts very closely and keenly. There have been no Apostles in the 
churches for hundreds of years. That fact remains, whatever may be thought 


about its effect on ecclesiasticism. If any other dignitary than an Apostle can 


bo truly the successor of an Apostle, then the conclusion said to~be reached 


by the Dean of Ripon may be pronounced logical and Spare ct vente —_ 


matter of fact it is palpable absurdity. 
The restoration of the Apostleship with possibility of true e suc- 
cession, could be effected in this age of the world in no other way than that 
by which it was accomplished. Peter, James and John, who were associated 
in the headship of the Church after hrist left the earth, came and ordained 
Joseph Smith to that divine authority, conferring upon him the keys which 
they held, with power to organize the Charch again on earth and oda others 
to the. ministry. Thus, in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
there is genuine apostolic succession, and also true guidance as to the doctrines 
which the Dean of Ripon and some other “liberal” modern “Christians” dis- 
ofthe Savior. . 
ben cf iin thet He thas God, that He 
literally raised the dead, and that He rose from the tomb with His body 


. eee and in it ascended to heaven whence He will come again, 


and change our vile “bodies” if we are in Him, and fashion them like unto 
ious body, there is nd doubt, for revelations from Him and the 


Church wherein there is veritable apostolie succession 
spiri: Christinnity.—Desoret Nea. 

OPERATIONS OF THE ‘GOSPEL. 
SRAICH, LOCAL ELDER OF LONDON CONFERENCE. 


grointh is sdvannedy the 
‘is found to be the all important factor. This truth is borne out by the 


— poatle Paal, who, in his epistle to the Romans describes the Gospel as being 


to believeth.” — 
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is to exalt every creature in the he ‘Btornal: iber 


and His Son Jesus Christ. It was established as a perfect: guide and school - 
3 master for the human family,‘and: without it true spirituality is: not only in- 
5 active but dead. The Latter-day Saints can with all confidence and trath 
a testify'to the cleansing and ennobling powers of the e 99 855 Lord, 
mt ‘that they form the foundation of every good work. e 
It has been 
5 of the Gospel, and to have been schooled and fashioned by its precepte from 
= their earliest recollections. Others have been made the happy recipients of it 
. after a period of apiritual darkness, or perhaps after having been driven about 
a by every wind of doctrine, but as a result of their prayerfulness and earnest- 
nass, the Lord has revealed His! to them ; — 


Those who: have seen ‘he. peers ‘the 


a | * of the Gospel, can understand the practicability of the Lord's 
1 remarks wherein He said Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect.“ They realize this condition is ‘attainable by a strict: 
and constant observance of the plan. Its progress within their Hes will add 
strength upon strength and knowledge upon knowledge, and s qualify them 
‘in course of time, through faithfulness and activity, to obeꝶ the highest law 
under inspiration. It is not the spiritual order of things 
ss for individuals to gain the whole light, or obey all truth at onde; this is only 
accomplished by the rule of “line. upon line” and “prévept upon precept.” 
2 ‘The Gospel in its influence and operation is Progressive, and reveals a thorough 
‘system of eternal training for mortal man. e it is not usual for 
a searcher after truth to obey The Word of Wisdom or the lw of tithing before 
exercising faith and repentance. We first learn and comply with the primary 
principles taught, and then as the revelations of the Lord are opened up to us, 
This conree does ami did 
suecess and ultimate perfection of the faithful observer... AEs 
It is through the plan prescribed: by the Gospel „ 
made fit subjects to receive the Holy 


promised in the Sériptares ; — —„—„—-— 
A farce, and not worthy of consideration. These conditions ate attributable 
‘mainly to two causes, First, from the fact that there are b many man- made 
systems taught and followed, and these of course cannot yield the fruits pro- 
mised in connection with the Gospel. Systems are 
va 
‘ab being left ont and unobeeryed. 


possession. 
James, But be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only; deceiving your 

own selves.” In other words, we cannot advance towards:the’ great goal of 
Also our progress will be retard 
much as we retain habits contrary to the law; for inatanos; eee 
the Word of Windom, ignore the law of tithing, th law | lying, 
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in their character; The least violation of the laws of God is * — 
as far ae reject them, 50 we lay ourselves open to the operations of evil in- 
‘Guenees,: On the other hand the Latter-day Saints who live up to the light 
whieh they have received, ban, with one accord declare that the Gospel to them 
is indeed a power unto salvation, and that ‘the result of ‘their faithfulness is 
worth all the sacrifices they gre called upon to make. 


GAN OLD - AGE BE STAVED OFF 


ot iced: years of age, a woman at fifty-five to fifty-eight. But this is 
merely talking statistically, and we ought not to count age by years of life. 
Tho hard-working laborer, who has drunk lots of beer, and has never taken 
care of himself, is old at fifty, and young men who abuse Nature may be 
effete. old men before they are thirty. It is generally agreed now among 

gists that old age, properly so-called, may be staved off by the use of 

pining much fruit, and few salts to ossify the arteries and: stiffen 
the joinia. But to this must be added constant moderate exercise, to keep 
every joint and ligament supple; constant use of the bath, cold and hot and 
Turan to secure elimination of poisons; and open air. Not the so-called 
fresh air of rooms, but life out of doors in all weathers. It is, moreover, true 
that acidity of the stomach and secretion tends to make old age come on far 
sooner than it would otherwise have done. Once give up work and begin to 
take no interest in an active life ; once begin to coddle yourself by the fireside, 
and eat and drink as much as you did when busy and energetic, and you may 
order your coffin. Keep supple in joints, straight in body, pure in blood, and 

calm in mind, and although you may die when seventy, eighty or ninety as 
the case may be, it certainly will not be from old age. Elderly ladies could add 


(CURRENT EVENTS. 


the it ‘wold seem mat the life of 


„ Last Saturday Margaret Neve died at her a 


ne hundred and ten years, and on the same 
‘day at Nottingham occurted the funeral of William Morrell, who had lived 
‘upon the earth erer three years. In another month Mra. Neve 
wotild have been one hundred and eleven, for the record shows that she was 
born May 18, 1703. Her life was a very honorable one. She was conversant 
with a number of languages, had translated Dante into French and considered 


4 ‘the Greek Testament one of her favorite boch. ‘She retained her vigor to the 


i years of her life and died in her sleep. Mr. Morrell neither smoked 


ained his activity and strength. Within a little over a week three other 
English centenarians passed away. These were William Draper, one hundred 


nor drank and until 8 few weeks of his death, when he suffered a severe fall, 


and two; Miss Fanny Cox, — 
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